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[bookmark: _GoBack]Tips for Growing Tender Succulents Indoors

Succulents are undoubtedly growing in popularity. If you're new to gardening or have had bad luck with houseplants in the past, try your hand at caring for succulents indoors.  Succulents with minimal frost tolerance may be grown indoors year-round and if desired, can be summered outdoors and brought indoors before the first frost. You may be familiar with some types of tender succulents, such as Aloe vera, Jade Plant, Snake Plant, and many varieties of cacti.

Environment
While succulents can also be placed outdoors during the growing season, keep them indoors in a bright, sunny location, like a south-facing or west-facing window in the winter.  Most succulents thrive in the low humidity of most houses. Keep succulents away from drafty locations.

Light

Rely on natural lighting, if possible, when growing succulents indoors.  You can use artificial lighting, like a cool white fluorescent tube, in place of natural light if necessary, or in combination with natural light. If you're using cool white fluorescent tubes, keep them 6 to 12 inches (15 to 30 cm) above succulents, and keep them on for 12 to 16 hours each day.
Soil
Plant succulents in a well-draining, porous potting mix. A mix of one-part organic to two-parts inorganic is ideal. (See below.) Soil that doesn't drain well may contribute to root and stem rot.  Plant your succulents in porous containers with drainage holes, such as unglazed terracotta or clay pots.

Organic Matter				Inorganic Matter
Coconut coir							Perlite
Fine pine bark pieces						Coarse sand
Compost							Crushed pumice
“Cactus / Succulent Mix”					Fine gravel (1/8” to 1/4") 
Soil-less potting mix						Volcanic rock
								Chicken grit
								Turface (“oil dri” at auto parts stores) 





Watering
Succulents don't require as much water as many other houseplants.  Water sparingly. Allow the soil to dry out completely before watering. Allow water to drain out of bottom of container and discard the excess water. Do not let your plants stand in water. If you water succulents too much, the stems and roots may rot and the leaves will drop. Succulent leaves will wilt if you haven't watered enough.

Avoid watering in frequent, small amounts. This can affect growth by making plants sickly and by causing roots to become weak and shallow. Also, be careful not to water too much during winter, which is the dormant period for succulents.

Fertilizer
Indoor succulents really do not require fertilizer, but if desired, a slow-release, low-Nitrogen (5-10-10) application at half-strength in the spring will encourage growth.

Pest Control
Sometimes, succulents can become affected by mealybugs, scales and spider mites. To control mealybugs and scales, soak cotton swabs in rubbing alcohol and dab the plant. To control spider mites, spray succulents with insecticidal soaps.
Tips for Growing Hardy, Cold Tolerant Succulents Outdoors

Generally, these types of succulents can survive in zone 5 (-20F) or colder. The most common genera are Sempervivum (Hens and Chicks) and Sedum. 

Light
Most hardy succulents require lots of light; grow them in full to partial sun, with more shade when temperatures exceed 85F. When first acquiring plants, gradually harden them off before placing in their permanent location.

Soil

Like most succulents, hardy types grow best in well-draining, porous soil. Corse sand or small gravel can be added to your garden plot to provide added drainage. If planting in containers, see info above. 

Watering

A cycle of deep soaking followed by time for the soil to fully dry is ideal. Young, establishing plants will need more frequent watering. If planting in containers, use a well-draining, porous potting mix and a container with drainage holes.

Fertilizer

Outdoor succulents really do not require fertilizer, but if desired, a slow-release, low-Nitrogen (5-10-10) application at half-strength in the spring will encourage growth.
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